
June 18, 2020 

In an effort to increase our global awareness around diversity and inclusion, we will work to 
provide Y staff with educational resources around timely topics. 

Tomorrow is a significant day in the history of the United States, though it is often 
misunderstood or forgotten completely. 

On June 19, 1865, Union general Gordon Granger read federal orders in Galveston, Texas, that 
the quarter-million previously enslaved people in Texas were free. Although the Emancipation 
Proclamation was signed to formally free them two and a half years earlier, and the Civil War 
had ended with the defeat of the Confederate States in April, Texas was the most remote of the 
slave states and enforcement of the proclamation had been inconsistent. The day became known 
as Juneteenth. 

[VIDEO: What is Juneteenth?] 

Since then, Juneteenth – also known as Freedom Day, Jubilee Day or Cel-Liberation Day – has 
been a day of celebration commemorating the end of slavery and a first step toward inclusion. 
It's a bittersweet holiday, "a time of celebration, but also a time of reflection, healing, and 
hopefully a time for the country to come together and deal with its slave legacy," says the Rev. 
Ronald V. Meyers, chairman of the National Juneteenth Observance Foundation. 

CALL TO ACTION 
You are encouraged to take some time on Friday to reflect, learn and support each other. 
Several resources are listed below to help educate yourself on the significance of Juneteenth, 
your awareness of Black history and the prevalence of systemic racism in our country. 

A few options include: 
• Y-USA Webinar: Break the Silence: Tackling Racism and Discrimination (2PM, Friday)
•Virtual Facebook Live Freedom Day Walk hosted by Western Pennsylvania Juneteenth

Celebration (1PM, Friday) 
•Sign the Change.org petition to Make Juneteenth a National Holiday in 2020
• Pgh City Paper: An extensive list of 2020 Juneteenth events in the Pittsburgh area

WORTH READING 
NY Mag: 7 Anti-Racist Books Recommended by Educators and Activists 

WORTH WATCHING 
Netflix: Black Lives Matter collection of films, series and documentaries 

Context: I began a DIGin email series with YMCA staff, sharing educational information and attainable 
calls to action around current topics in diversity and inclusion, such as Juneteenth, Pride, religious 
holidays, etc.

Please see alissac.com for additional work samples and information.

https://youtu.be/K3aQjTy328o
https://ymca.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJUsde-hrjguEtx7cRngdekOTG4IhxGDJ0bW
https://www.facebook.com/events/588557801637171
https://www.change.org/p/united-states-congress-make-juneteenth-a-national-holiday-in-2020?signed=true&use_react=false
https://www.pghcitypaper.com/pittsburgh/an-extensive-list-of-2020-juneteenth-events-in-the-pittsburgh-area/Content?oid=17472237
https://nymag.com/strategist/article/anti-racist-reading-list.html
https://www.netflix.com/browse/genre/81299227?so=su
http://www.alissac.com

